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From Cath's Desk
Hello Cheapskaters,

Welcome to another Cheapskates Journal.

My heart is just bursting with thanks and joy
and just a little pride today. In the last month
we have welcomed more new Cheapskaters to
the Member's Centre than in any month before.
So many new members, all striving to live life
the Cheapskates way.

Some are looking for ways to cut their debt,
others want to get that grocery bill under
control, still others are looking to downsize and
simplify without feeling deprived. Many of them
have introduced themselves in the forum (if you
haven't yet, please do, we can't wait to meet
you). And many of them have emailed to share
their story, ask their questions and to let me
know just how happy they are to be
Cheapskaters.

Living the Cheapskates Way is a way of life. For
many it involves a complete lifestyle change. It
was for us. While our circumstances changed in
just a few days, our habits didn't. It took a while
for us to develop the new habits that changed
our lives from spending to living the
Cheapskates way. I had to work at those habits
every day. And some days I forgot and had to
start again.

I had a goal in front of me. In the beginning it
was to just keep a roof over our heads and food
on the table. As my habits changed and I
became better at Cheapskating, my goals
changed. Paying down debt, building an
emergency fund, educating our children, saving
for our retirement were the major goals. I had

smaller goals too: holidays, new furniture,
updating our family car were some of them.

Almost 21 years on I still have goals. Later this
month Wayne and I will be off on a trip we've
planned for years. Saving for this holiday hasn't
been easy but I've kept my eye on the goal and
we've made it. I'm so excited to make this trip,
visiting places I've never been before, meeting
new people and making new friends.

Have a wonderful month everyone (and if
you're a mum, have a beautiful Mother's Day).

Feature Article:

7 Ways to Save Big with a
Simple Savings Jar - Friday
1st May 2015

Saving money with a saving jar is one of the
earliest tips submitted to the Tip Store, way
back in 1999 when it was just getting started.
And various configurations of this tip are still
submitted every week. It seems to be the most
popular way to save money quickly and easily.

Who would have thought that a simple glass jar
can help you save a lot of money in one year?
But it can. The savings jar provides motivation
to stay on a plan. It’s an easy way to put money
aside for a holiday or home renovation;
Christmas treats or next year's school fees.
Whatever you are saving for, using the savings
jar or a version of it, can really give your saving
strategy a boost.
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Any glass jar will work. It’s important to keep
the jar see-through because seeing the money
grow will encourage you to keep going.

1. The $5 note plan. This plan involves saving a
$5 note by putting it in the jar each time you
receive one back as change. The plan can be
modified to be a $10 bill, $20 note or even
dollar coins.

Instead of spending the $5 note, you save it and
slowly build up the contents of the jar.

2. The 52-week money challenge. This method
increases your savings gradually each week of
the year.

Start with putting $1 in your jar during the first
week of the year. Then, add an extra dollar each
week. The savings grow until they reach $52 for
the last week of the year. You can save $1,378
using this simple method.

A print or online calendar can help track the
savings. Each week can be labelled at the
beginning with the amount that needs to be
added to the savings jar.

It may be easy to save $1 or $2 at the beginning
of the plan, but how will you find an extra $52
at the end of the year? This savings method
encourages you to think ahead and plan.

3. The traditional change method. Saving your
change by adding it to the jar is a traditional
method, but it can provide results. After work or
running errands, add all of your change to the
jar.

4. The payday plan. Consider adding a set
amount of money to the savings jar each
payday.

The payday plan also works for couples. You can
cash a specific amount of money from each of
your paydays every month and add it to the jar.
This works best if you have a financial goal in
place.

Are you trying to save for a trip or a new
electronic gadget? Figure out how much you
will have to save each month from your
paychecks pay to pay for it.

5. The inspiration plan. The inspiration plan
works best if you have a picture of the item or
goal you are trying to achieve. It can be placed
near the savings jar or attached to the lid so you
see it every day. Put money in the jar each time
you’re inspired to do so. Include the whole
family.

Place the jar in the living room or kitchen so it
stays highly visible.

The inspiration photo depends on your goals. It
can vary from pictures of holiday spots to new
television sets. You can also write the goal on a
piece of paper.

The photo serves as a constant reminder of why
you are saving money.

6. The $20 weekly plan. The $20 weekly plan is
an alternative to the 52 week money challenge.
Instead of slowly building savings during the
year, you put a set amount of money in the jar
each week.

Similar to the 52 week money challenge, you
can track the savings on a calendar or chart.

At the end of the year, you can save $1,040 in
the jar using the $20 weekly plan.
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7. The 50 Jar. This is my favourite saving jar
method. It's so simple and adds up very quickly.

It's simple: never spend a 50 cent coin.
Whenever you have one, drop it into your
saving jar.

We paid for a two week family holiday a few
years ago by saving just our 50 cent coins. The
kids loved to count them each month before we
deposited the contents of the jar into the
holiday account. It kept them so motivated to
save and they were diligent in not spending any
50 cent coins they had, and they certainly made
sure I never spent one too.

A glass jar can help you save more than $1,000 a
year.

A commitment to saving money will help you
achieve your goals.

A Thoughtful
Moment:

Billy Graham's New Suit

Billy Graham is now 96 years-old with
Parkinson's disease.

In January 2011, leaders in Charlotte, North
Carolina, invited their favourite son, Billy
Graham, to a luncheon in his honour.

Billy initially hesitated to accept the invitation
because he struggles with Parkinson's disease.
But the Charlotte leaders said, "We don't expect
a major address. Just come and let us honour
you." So he agreed.

After wonderful things were said about him, Dr.
Graham stepped to the rostrum, looked at the
crowd, and said, "I'm reminded today of Albert
Einstein, the great physicist who this month has
been honoured by Time magazine as the Man
of the Century. Einstein was once traveling from
Princeton on a train when the conductor came
down the aisle, punching the tickets of every
passenger. When he came to Einstein, Einstein
reached in his coat pocket. He couldn't find his
ticket, so he reached in his trouser pockets. It
wasn't there. He looked in his briefcase but
couldn't find it. Then he looked in the seat
beside him. He still couldn't find it.

The conductor said, "Dr. Einstein, I know who
you are. We all know who you are. I'm sure you
bought a ticket. Don't worry about it."

Einstein nodded appreciatively. The conductor
continued down the aisle punching tickets. As
he was ready to move to the next car, he turned
around and saw the great physicist down on his
hands and knees looking under his seat for his
ticket.

The conductor rushed back and said, "Dr.
Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don't worry, I know who
you are; no problem. You don't need a ticket.
I'm sure you bought one."

Einstein looked at him and said, "Young man, I
too, know who I am. What I don't know is where
I'm going."

Having said that Billy Graham continued "See
the suit I'm wearing? It's a brand new suit. My
children, and my grandchildren are telling me
I've gotten a little slovenly in my old age. I used
to be a bit more fastidious. So I went out and
bought a new suit for this luncheon and one
more occasion. You know what that occasion is?
This is the suit in which I'll be buried. But when
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you hear I'm dead, I don't want you to
immediately remember the suit I'm wearing. I
want you to remember this: I not only know
who I am. I also know where I'm going."

Contributed by Hazel B.

Pamper Mum with
this Beautiful Body
Scrub
It's Mother's Day this month and if you're
looking for a cheap but luxurious gift idea for
yourself this this Coconut Lavender Scrub is it.
The salts combined with the coconut oil create
a scrub that leaves skin soft, moisturised and
smooth. The lavender oil imparts a delightful,
calming fragrance you (and Mum) will love.

MOO Coconut Lavender Scrub

You will need:

2 cups of coconut oil
1 cup Epsom salt
20 drops of lavender essential oil

Step 1: Add coconut oil, Epsom salt and
essential oil to a small china or pyrexPyrex bowl
(the essential oil may leach into a plastic bowl).

Step 2: Mix with a metal spoon until well
combined.

Step 3: Store in a clean container with a tight
fitting lid until ready to use.

To use gently massage a small amount over dry
skin before you shower. Rinse off in the shower
for soft, smooth skin.

I use salsa jars or other pretty, similar sized jars
to pack this scrub, then print off aoff a label
with the ingredients and instructions. To finish it
off I tie raffia or ribbon around the rim of the lid,
gluing it in place. They look so pretty in the
bathroom and they're practical too, and all for
around $5 a jar.

Are Your Friends and
Family a Threat to
Your Finances?
We love our friends and family, but some of
them can be a hazard to our financial health.
Have you ever taken the time to consider the
impact these people have on your finances? It’s
possible you might not have noticed the
negative impact the people in your life are
having on your wallet.

You might need to have some tough
conversations or use your wits to deal with
these assaults on your budding wealth. But no
one ever said becoming debt free and cashed
up was easy! You are not being mean, you are
being a good steward of your money, time and
energy.

Be on the lookout for these folks:

1. The struggling businessman or woman.
This person is full of great ideas that seem
worthy of a small investment. Unfortunately,
having great ideas and executing them are
different skills. Avoid investing money that
you’re unlikely to see again.
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Solution: Let the future Donald Trump know
that you’re uncomfortable investing in a
business that isn’t even off the ground yet.

2. The partier. The partier barely needs an
excuse to celebrate. Cleaning out the fridge is a
good enough reason to head out on the town
and drag you along for the ride.

Solution: Show up for the celebration, but keep
your expenditure limited to a soft drink. Most
places will provide free refills. Another
alternative is to say, “Thanks, but no thanks.”

3. The charity case. This person is constantly
collecting money for worthy causes. He’s
climbing Mount Everest to save the antelope
and needs $1 for every vertical foot of ascent.

Solution: If you don’t have money for the cause,
assist with your time or let them know that you
can’t contribute to every cause. Support
charities that are close to your own heart and
decline the rest.

4. The fancy gift giver. Most of us exchange
presents of moderate value with our friends and
family. This person goes overboard and spends
way too much money. By way of guilt, you’re
forced to reciprocate and blow your gift-giving
budget.

Solution: Suggest a dollar amount limit or let
them know you’re uncomfortable with such
extravagant gifts.

5. The encourager. Have you ever been torn
between the option of spending a lot of money
on an item and keeping the money in your bank
account? The encourager always seems to talk
you into buying that item you want, but don’t
need. All the while, they think they’re doing you
a big favorfavour.

Solution: Keep your shopping dilemmas to
yourself.

6. The wealthy friend. Your budget might call
for a movie rental and a frozen pizza, but the
wealthy friend doesn’t want any part of
frugality. She likes to go to the expensive wine
bar and eat the fancy sushi that runs $200 per
serve. It’s embarrassing to say “no” all the time.

Solution: Be honest and let your friend know
her tastes are simply out of your budget.

7. The moocher. This person eats the food out
of your refrigerator, borrows your tools and
never brings them back, and always needs $5
for a variety of reasons.

Solution: Just say no.

The key to dealing with all of these people is
communication. In every instance, you can
choose to let the person know that you either
don’t have the money to spend or that you’d
prefer to keep your money in your bank
account. The conversation might be awkward,
but the awkwardness is over quickly.

Avoid allowing your friends and family to drag
down your finances. Stick up for yourself and be
back in charge of your money.

Do-It-Yourself Pest
Control
Regardless of where you live, insects can be an
issue in the home at any time of the year,
although if you live in a cooler area there are
few, if any, insects active during the winter.
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If you have mice or ants or silverfish or
cockroaches or spiders or any other pest
invading your home and causing damage to
clothing, furnishing, food and just generally
being annoying you may be tempted to call out
a professional pest control company.

That will cost you big bucks. Most companies
will assure you the treatments they use are safe
for humans and pets, but you may still need to
leave your home for at least a few hours during
the treatment.

But you can handle your infestation issues
yourself with minimal expense and a little work.

Even if you do need professional help, it will be
much less expensive to use them if you have
done everything you can to solve the problem
first.

This simple plan will go a long way toward
controlling any pest issues you may encounter:

Eliminate any food sources. This primarily
means keeping all food crumbs and scraps in a
garbage can with a lid.

Keeping the kitchen and eating areas clean can
solve many issues.

Eliminate water sources. Leaking water pipes
provide the moisture that many insects need.
Check under your sinks and around your toilets
for leaks. Stuffing gaps around pipes with steel
wool will keep out insects and rodents.

Eliminate access to the home. They have to be
gaining entry somewhere. Attempt to find how
the pests are getting into your home.
Expanding foam is available at any hardware
shop and can quickly close up any entry points.

It might be as simple as replacing weather
stripping around a door or window.

Use the necessary products according to the
directions. Effective pest control products can
be found at your local department store, garden
centre or hardware shop. There are also many
effective solutions available in the Tip Store that
are non-toxic to people and pets.

In addition to the areas where you have insects,
treat the outside perimeter of the house. Go all
around the exterior of the home and treat the
bottom portion of the home, around any doors
and windows, and treat the ground
immediately surrounding the house.

Be diligent. It might take a few days or even a
week to see a significant improvement. Keep it
up.

Then, if you’re unable to control the pests, it’s
time to consider calling in a professional.

Also, if you’re dealing with termites, definitely
call in a professional. Termites are very difficult
to control with the products available to the
general public. The structural integrity of your
home is at stake when termites run rampant.

Try these methods for do-it-yourself pest
control, and save!

Getting the Most from
Your Credit Card
Rewards Program
I am not a fan of credit cards. They are too easy
to get, too easy to use and too difficult to pay
back unless you are very, very strict with their
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use. However, if you’re willing to put in a bit of
work, you can benefit greatly from a credita
credit cards with rewards; Therethere are more
ways to capitalize on those rewards than ever
before.

There can be some confusion about which card
is best for your situation. The rules can be
complicated. There are point caps, minimum
spending limits, blackout dates, and other
restrictions that make it challenging to receive
your rewards.

Consider these tips on how to get the most
from your credit card rewards:

1. Get a card with useful rewards. A card that
offers airfare rewards won’t do you much good
if you rarely travel by air. Find a reward card that
fits your lifestyle and needs.

2. Stay abreast of term changes. Credit card
companies often change their policies. If you
get a notice in the mail, read it. You might find
that it’s time to start looking for a new card.

3. When you’ve settled on a rewards card,
use it as much as you can. The more you
spend, the greater the rewards. However, avoid
spending more than necessary. It’s financially
irresponsible to buy items you don't really need
or want just to earn rewards.

4. Some cards permit the user to turn in
points toward gift cards. This is because
retailers are willing to subsidize the card to get
you into their stores. Ensure the selected
retailers are places where you shop.

5. Pay your bill in full every month. Avoid
making late payments or carrying a balance
because interest and late fees will quickly offset
any rewards you earn.

Credit card companies are willing to offer
rewards because they know that many of their
customers will carry a balance or pay late, which
makes it well worth their while.

6. Watch the expiry date on your points. Most
cards won’t let you keep rewards points
indefinitely. Be aware of when your points
expire, so you can take full advantage of them.

7. Find out if there’s a spending requirement.
Some cards require you to spend a minimum
amount each month or year if you want to keep
your reward points active.

Rewards cards are a great idea. The issue isn’t
whether to have one, but rather, which one to
get! Take the time to sit down and look at what
benefits each card offers.

Then be realistic about your financial situation
and avoid spending extra just to earn a few
more rewards points.

Dear Cath
Q. I am looking for cheap sewing patterns from
8 months to toddler for little girls, do you know
where they can be found. I do not want to
purchase off the internet. Julie

A. Julie you'll find plenty of patterns in op shops
for 50 cents or $1 each. Many of them will be
vintage. I've picked up beautiful patterns over the
years for children's, women's and men's clothes.
Look at the style rather than the fabric and
imagine it in a fashionable colour or print and
you'll see the possibilities of those old patterns
straight away. Just because there is a lot of lace or
rick-rack trim on the picture doesn't mean you
need to use it.
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Otherwise haunt garage sales, trash'n'treasure
markets the like for bargain patterns.

Q. I would like to make the Moo Yoghurt but
don't have a large enough Thermos and have
never really seen a big Thermos. Can I use
something other than a Thermos? I was
thinking of the Easiyo maker but not sure if it
would work. Any ideas??? Thanks Sharyn

A. You were asking about a large thermos for
MOO yoghurt. The Easiyo thermos is fine if you
have one, it is just a giant thermos, nothing
special. They usually come on sale a couple of
times a year for around $15 but keep your eye out
at op shops - you'll pick up just the thermos for
around $3 - $5 and you can use any jar with a lid
that fits in it.

Q. Hi there I was wondering two things. Firstly
what can I add to the washing powder to make
it smell nice and the second thing is do you
have a recipe for fabric softener. Louise Johnson

A. You can add a few drops of your favourite
essential oil to your wash when you add your
washing powder if you want a fragrance.

I don't use fabric softener, with Cheapskates
washing powder there is no need for softeners as it
has nothing but soap, borax and washing soda in
it. There are no fillers to stick to the fabrics. If you
want to use a fabric softener 1/2 cup white vinegar
in the rinse cycle will do the job. Your clothes won't
smell of vinegar after they are dry either.

On the Menu
Corn and Ricotta Fritters

Ingredients:
¾ cup plain flour
2 eggs
1/3 cup milk
420g can corn kernels, rinsed, drainedand
drained
½ cup fresh ricotta, crumbled
2 spring onions, thinly sliced
50g lettuce leaves, washed, drained, torn
1 avocado, stoned, peeled, sliced
100g smoked salmon slices
Lemon wedges, to serve

Method:

Sift flour into a large bowl. Stir in combined
eggs and milk to form a thick batter. Stir corn,
ricotta and onions through. Season to taste.
Spray a large frying pan with oil and heat on
medium. Spoon heaped
tablespoonfulstablespoonfuls of corn mixture
into pan in 3 batches. Cook 2-3 minutes each
side, until golden and cooked through. Transfer
to a baking paper-lined oven tray and keep
warm. Top corn fritters with rocket leaves,
avocado and smoked salmon slices. Serve with
lemon wedges.

Rustic Vegetable Quiche

Ingredients:

20cm sheet shortcrust pastry
1/4 cup Mushrooms, sliced
50g semi-dried tomatoes, chopped
50g baby spinach leaves
1/4 cup feta cheese, diced
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1 zucchini, sliced
1 tbsp basil leaves
250ml thickened cream
4 eggs, beaten
1/2 cup tasty cheese, grated

Method:

Preheat oven to 200 degrees Celsius. Line the
base and sides of a 20cm loose – based flan tin
with pastry and rest in the refrigerator for 10
minutes. Layer the vegetables and feta cheese
in the pastry case. Whisk together the cream
and eggs, and pour on top of dry ingredients
until the mixture is approximately half a
centimetre from the top of the pastry. Sprinkle
with grated cheese. Bake for approximately 35
minutes, or until a skewer comes out clean.

Lemon Blueberry Muffins

Ingredients:

125g butter
1 cup sugar
2 tbsp lemon juice
2 eggs
1/2 cup milk
2 cups plain flour
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
2 tsp lemon zest, divided
1 tsp vanilla
2 cups blueberries, frozen or fresh

Topping:

1/4 cup brown sugar
2 tbsp butter

Method:

Preheat oven to 175 degrees Celsius. Grease
muffin tins or line a muffin tin with papers.
Cream butter and sugar. Stir in eggs and milk.
Add flour, baking powder, salt, vanilla and 1
teaspoon of the lemon zest. Carefully stir in
blueberries. Divide batter among muffin tins. In
a bowl, combine brown sugar, remaining
teaspoon of lemon zest and butter and sprinkle
on top of muffins. Bake for 20-25 minutes.

Easy Banana Bread

Ingredients:

3 bananas, well mashed
1 cup sugar
2 eggs, beaten
1/2 cup vegetable oil
2 cups flour (1 cup can be wholemeal)
1 tsp bicarbonate soda
1/2 tsp salt

Method:

Preheat oven to 175 degrees Celsius. Mash
bananas in mixing bowl. Add sugar, eggs and
oil, mixing well each time. Sift dry ingredients
together and add to banana mixture. Pour in
greased 5x9 loaf pan and bake 55-60 minutes.

Quotes of Note
Family is not an important thing.
It's everything.
~~Michael J. Fox~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The most worth-while thing
is to try to put happiness into the lives of others.
~~Robert Baden-Powell~~
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I love my mother
as the trees love water and sunshine
she helps me grow, prosper, and reach great
heights.

~~Adabella Radici~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Don't poets know it
better better than others?
God can't be always everywhere: and, so,
Invented Mothers.
~~Sir Edwin Arnold~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Begin doing what you want to do now.
We are not living in eternity.
We have only this moment,
sparkling like a star in our hand
and melting like a snowflake.”
~~Marie Beyon Ray~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

When you learn, teach,
when you get, give.
~~Maya Angelou~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Start Before You're Ready
~~Marie Forleo~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you don't have time to do it right,
when when will you have time to do it over?

~~John Wooden~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cheapskates Tip Store

Peach Melba Cheapskates
Style

Approximate $ saving: $15

I love 'Peach Melba'. You can look up the correct
recipe on the internet, but I make a simplified
version which takes no time to make and is
versatile in terms of what I have in the pantry.

Ingredients (per person):

2 peach halves (and syrup)
1 scoop ice cream
1 dollop of cream ( thick(thick or double cream
works best)
1 dollop of fruit pulp (I raspberry or passionfruit.
Can be bought in a can or make your own
through a sieve)
Sprinkling of nuts (iI think the recipe is almonds
but any chopped or slivered nuts will do)
1 sundae or parfait glass

Arrange peach halves on a little syrup in the
bottom of the glass (flat side facing up). Place 1
scoop of vanilla ice cream on peach half (it
should sit nicely). Dollop fruit pulp on top of ice
cream. Dollop thick cream on top of fruit pulp.
Sprinkle nuts on top of cream. I have simplified
it here, but peach melbaPeach Melba is really
nice and quick and nutritious. My partner, who
doesn't like fruit, really loves it.

Contributed by Vanessa Hallum
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Recycled Second-hand

I purchase clothing from the second-hand shop,
then completely take them apart. Iron the fabric
out and utilize it into another garment. I
purchased a flared skirt with buttons down the
front, picked it all to pieces so that I had the two
front panels, back panel and belt. Ironed out
what I had. Decided on a garment keeping the
button holes but laying the pattern in such a
way that I was utilizing the button holes and
buttons, making the belt as a collar. I now have
a summer coat, rather elegant I must say, from a
Katies flared skirt which went out of fashion and
was in the second-hand shop for $5. Yes, I
picked it up for $5 and made a lovely summer
coat. I have a drawer full of second-hand
clothing that I have unpicked and will now start
to make them into fashionable garments.

Contributed by Irene Rolles

Free Birthday Treats

Approximate $ Savings: $60 plus each family
member

My birthday is coming up and I would like to
share this tip. Join the birthday lists at many
food outlets and you will have a great birthday
full of treats for free. This year I will be having a
Sumo Salad, Boost Juice, Muffin Break muffin,
Subway 6 inch sub and drink, and churros for
two people at San Churro. Some of these offers
can be used in the days around your birthday so
you don't need to consume these all at once.

Contributed by Laura Rayner

A Great, Cheap Window and
Showerscreen Cleaner

Approximate $ Savings: $5.00

For a great and cheap window and shower
screen cleaner: Large spray bottle with a decent
squirt of original Palmolive dishwashing liquid
add one capful of cloudy ammonia and fill with
water (use a decent quality spray bottle. With a
damp cloth spray window/mirror/shower
screen and wipe over with damp cloth - use
squeegee/window wiper to wipe and then get
an old handtowel and wipe remaining bits. Get
a window cloth and finish off. For heavy soap
scum on shower screens use damp cloth with
Jiff first and follow all the steps. One bottle of
Palmolive ($4) and one bottle Cloudy Ammonia
($1.80) will last you a year.

Contributed by Glenn Holloway

Simple Wrap for
Breastfeeding Privacy

Approximate $ Savings: $30

While breastfeeding my son a few years ago I
would be constantly arranging a muslin wrap
over me for privacy, I wasn't aware of any
product at the time that would make this easier.
Before having my daughter a few months ago I
decided to make that problem easier, I simply
sewed a piece of thick ribbon in the appropriate
position on one of the many muslin wraps I own
so now the ribbon goes around my neck to hold
the wrap in the perfect place for a bit of privacy.
This has made breastfeeding in public a lot
more comfortable for me.

Contributed by Erin Linkr
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Triple D-D-DISCOUNT Treat
OR How to look like a Million
Bucks for only Tens of Dollars

Approximate $ Savings: $100 on 2 items of
clothing = $1000's of $$$ annually

Yes I'm a cheapskate but that doesn't mean I
don't want to look like a million bucks. Sure I'm
happy to wear 'hand-me-downs' and op-shop
clothes and I do, but I've found with online
shopping for clothes, that's hardly necessary.
You can save time as well as money, by
shopping online for clothes with 'Ezibuy'. I only
buy their sale items and only when they are
offering another discount. My tip is regarding a
40% discount on Ezibuy clothing which is
offered regularly (about every month) in the
'Woolworths' supermarket brochure. A
checkout code-word is given, which gives you a
$20 discount on a $50 spend...that's a 40%
savings and they will deliver the clothing items
for free to the Big W store of your choice! I only
shop with them on this discounted offer and I
only shop for already discounted items! Once
you've signed-up with them they will email you
regularly informing you of various other
discounts. The discount code-word is valid for
about 2 weeks, so I wait to see if they offer any
other discount in that period on already
discounted items I'd like to buy! You can go
'window shopping' recreationally while you're
relaxing at home, putting desirable items in
your shopping trolley (they save your trolley
items indefinitely) then check back when you
get the email advertising another discount on
items you wish to buy, with your discount code-
word handy (that's a triple discount treat). Aim
to only spend the $30 after $20 discount, that
way you get the maximum % savings. My last
$30 Ezibuy clothing purchase was a lovely

tailored linen dress and a pair of linen pants.
The original cost of these 2 items was $130 total
- I bought them already discounted to $35 dress
+ $15 pants = $50; using the $20 discount code
$50 - $20 = $30, saving $100. I'm really happy
with both the quality of the clothes and the
price I paid for them! There is clothing for all the
family, as well as home-wares, the original
prices of which are inflated, in my opinion but
good things come to those who wait, they will
come on sale and if you miss out on something
there is always more - just wait and see!

Contributed by Therese Krix

MOO Clove Oil Mosquito
Repellent

Re clove oil for getting rid of mould. I found the
small bottles of clove oil rather expensive to
buy. I boiled up 250g of cloves in 2 litres of
water then let it sit overnight. Next day I
removed the cloves then bottled the clove
water. I had been given an old chair that had a
lot of mould on it so I was cleaning the chair
outside with the clove water. Now I am allergic
to mosquitoes and whenever they see me they
say "dinner". I noticed when I was using the
clove water there were no mosquitoes around
me. My husband was going into the bush to
help our local Men's Shed on a project so I
decanted a small amount of clove water into a
spray bottle for him to use. You guessed it, no
mosquitoes around him. Now I can go outside
at anytimeany time of the day with just a little
spray of clove water for protection.

Contributed by Cherie Meredith
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Use your Mobile Internet on
your Laptop for Savings

Approximate $ Savings: $70 a month

After I separated from my husband and moved
into my own place, I thought long and hard
about whether I needed an internet connection
at my new home. I have a laptop and use the
internet for regular browsing, bill paying etc. I
also have a mobile plan that has 2.5GB of data
included which I rarely use all of. After some
thorough investigation I learnt I can use my
phone as a portable Wi Fi hotspot for my
laptop! Under settings on your mobile there is
an option for "Tethering and portable hotspot"
and you can activate your mobile and then use
your computers "Wireless Network Connection"
button in the computer menu bar to connect to
it just like you would a regular home modem.
Make sure to put a password on it so your
neighbours can't take advantage! I monitor my
usage through my mobile phone provider to
ensure I never go over. I can use my laptop now
as some internet options are fiddly to use or
unavailable on mobile phones. This has saved
me about $70 a month and numerous
installation costs by avoiding having a home
phone and home internet installed.

Contributed by Allison Phelan

DIY Non-stick Pans

After spending literally hundreds of dollars on
supposedly lifetime guaranteed non-stick pans
of all sizes, I have now given up on them. My tip
is an ordinary pan of size for item to be cooked,
tear off a piece of non-stick baking paper and
line the pan - mostly in frying pans - just ensure
the paper is only the size of the INSIDE of the
pan. This way I achieve cooking without fat and
best of all, when finished the food slides off the
paper and the used paper goes into the bin.
Added bonus - one clean pan for next time. I
worked out the cost of the non-stick paper over
time was a lot less than the so-called never stick
pans!

Contributed by Ann Waterhouse

Use Your Noodle for Draft
Stoppers

With winter not too far away I wanted to block
drafts under the doors, rather than purchase
ana specific draft stopper I used pool noodles to
do the job. Simply slice into the noodle, through
to the hollow centre, measure the door width,
and cut the noodle to the right size, then simply
slide under the door. We had carpet removed
before so our gap was quite large and normal
sand door stoppers were inconvenient and a
trip hazard.

Contributed by Penny Hughes
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The Cheapskates Club

Founder and editor: Cath Armstrong

PO Box 5077 Studfield Vic 3152

www.cheapskates.com.au

The Cheapskates Journal is the monthly ezine produced by
The Cheapskates Club for its members. This ezine is
produced 12 times a year by The Cheapskates Club.

Membership enquiries should be directed to The
Cheapskates Club, info@cheapskates.com.au or to PO Box
5077 Studfield Vic 3152.

Copying or reproduction by any means electronic or
otherwise other than for members’ personal use is strictly
prohibited without written permission from the publisher.

All letters, tips and other materials and correspondence
submitted to The Cheapskates Club become the property of
The Cheapskates Club and all rights thereto including
copyrights. Submitters grant the exclusive right to use and/
or reproduce the materials in any manner and for any
purpose. All information published is taken from the most
reliable sources possible and given as information only. All
specific financial, legal, tax or accounting situations should
be referred to appropriate legal or accounting professionals.

Cath Armstrong bases her comments on sources deemed
reliable but she does not guarantee their accuracy.

©2015 The Cheapskates Club
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